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For systematic advance towards economic prosperity
and social reform, the Provincial Legislatures should direct
their attention to the task of framing and carrying out a
comprehensive plan for securing a balanced economy for
India as a whole. The main features of economic planning
vary in accordance with the economic structure and
political conditions of the country where the plan is to be
worked out. Economic planning in the Russian sense,
for instance, has no resemblance to what is being attempted
in Great Britain and in the United States of America.
In a sense, a form of economic planning has been in
existence in India, where the mediaeval type of socio-
economic life has predominated since the latter part of the
nineteenth century. The State planned irrigation schemes,
constructed railroads, encouraged plantations and in-
stituted a famine relief fund. Nevertheless, the State
authority was kept within narrow bounds, restricted, for
example, to the establishment and maintenance of Law and
Order. In accordance with laissez-faire ideas, the State
interfered as little as possible with industry and commerce ;
but the settled Government gave private enterprises large
scope for development.
The conception of planning, however, signifies something
more than these normal functions of a benevolent autocracy.
In any real sense it involves an adequately organized
control over almost every aspect of economic life. It should
aim at bringing all " nation-building" activities into
broad harmony with one another in order to minimize
wastes and to secure the best results. The partners in
Federal India should realize that their problem is not only
to reconcile the points of difference among them, but to
harmonize individual initiative with the wider interests of
India. Here there is no room for over-emphasis of party
and sectional interests.
Side by side with the activities of the State, there should
be a large number of voluntary associations for promoting
the welfare of the people. It is through these voluntary

